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that we may lose, if at all. The present indications, however, do not
point to defeat. The Indian community is displaying fine strength.
Meetings are being held one after another. Hundreds of people, who
attend them, go on reiterating that they will face imprisonment and
deportation, but will not submit to the Act. I cannot believe that all
these men are just acting a part as Ram Sundar was.
HUGE MASS MEETING
The huge mass meeting which took place on the 1st was attended
by at least 2,500 persons. They were all full of enthusiasm. The editor
will publish a full report of the meeting elsewhere* I shall only mention
that Mr. David Pollock1 (not to be mistaken for our editor), the assistant
editor of Rand Daily Mail, their cartoonist and a few other Europeans
who were present at the meeting went there especially to watch the
proceedings. There were also many Indians from outside [the Transvaal],
Miss SCHLESIN'S SPEECH
Miss Schlesin2 is an unmarried girl of twenty. Very few Indians
know how hard she has worked for the community. She works indeed
not for a salary, but because of her deep sympathy [for the Indian cause].
She attends cheerfully to everything that is entrusted to her. She asked
to speak at the recent mass meeting. What follows is a translation of her
thoughts. She had obtained her parents' permission for making a speech.
This girl has passed her matriculation examination, and she can be
said to have had an excellent education. Her speech was read out by
Mr. Gandhi:3
Now that the struggle has reached its culminating point, I, who have
followed it with the closest attention almost from its inception, would fain say
a few words of sympathy, of heartfelt sympathy, in the sufferings which you
have already undergone, in the sufferings still before you, of which the former
are but a foretaste. But I implore you not to flinch from the hardships which
now confront you, not to falter at the shoals ahead, but to continue steadfast
1 Reporter of London Daily Telegraph and a J.P. of the Transvaal; an active
sympathizer of the Indian cause; sometime Secretary for Lands in the Transvaal;
Honorary Secretary, Native Affairs Society, Transvaal
2 Sonja Schlesin; a Jewish girl with "a character as clear as crystal and
courage that would shame a warrior"; joined Gandhiji as a steno-typist at the age of
16; made herself very useful to Indian Opinion; was ardently interested in the Indian
cause.   "Thousands of stalwart Indians looked up to her for guidance.   When during
the satyagraha days almost everyone was in jail, she led the movement single-handed*
She had the management of thousands, a tremendous amount of correspondence, and
Indian Opinion on her hands, but she never wearied." Vide also Satyagraha in South
Africa, Ch. XXIII, and Autobiography, Part IV, Gh. XIL
3 What follows here is the English version of Miss Schlesin's speech taken from
Indian Opinion, 11-1-1908.